


Learning Our 
History

Why is it important to know 
where we came from? 

What does it have to do with 
our lives today?



Where Are We 
From?

Most of our family originated from
Ireland.

A smaller percentage were from 
England and consisted mostly of 
males on the Simkiss side, though 
many of them married Irish 
women.

County Donegal, Ireland



Emigration 
from Europe

Except for the Carryls and Hannums, 
every single branch of our family 
came to the United States in the 
mid -19th century.

The Simkiss paternal line came from 
England while most other branches 
of the family came from Ireland.



Why Did They Immigrat e?

Because most of our ancestors were from 
Ireland, they were likely trying to escape the 
Great Potato Famine (1845-1852).

Ireland was comprised mostly of poor, 
unskilled laborers whose livelihoods 
depended heavily upon the potato crop. 
When that failed in 1845, it led to a famine 
that lasted for seven years. Conditions were 
extremely dire.

Making matters worse, the British 
continued to export food from Ireland 
during the famine while also over -charging 
their Irish tenants, rendering it practically 
impossible for many Irish people to afford 
basic food and shelter.



Irish 
Immigration

The conditions were so bad that they had 
no other choice than to leave everything 
and everyone they ever knew in search of a 
better life elsewhere. 

It was an incredibly difficult decision to 
make, especially amid such poverty. It also 
meant making a harrowing trip by boat 
across the Atlantic, which could take up to 
three months.

It was a choice that came at a significant 
cost, and they did what they had to do to 
survive.



Irish Records

In 1922, an explosion at the Public Records office in Dublin (at the start 
of the Irish Civil War) started a fire that destroyed nearly every census 
record that had ever been recorded in Ireland.

Civil registration did not begin until 1864, which means that no 
government -issued Birth, Death, or Catholic marriage records exist in 
Ireland before then. You may find ancestors in church records, however, 
there is a lack of those records as well, and the ones you can find often 
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parish your ancestor was from, which can be difficult to decipher if that 
information is not readily available in the US.

Therefore, you will find that information for many branches of our family 
does not go much beyond our immigrant ancestors.



19th Century Immigration

For those branches that came to the US in the 1800s, 
this is where they migrated:

SIMKISS

South Philadelphia, PA to Delaware County, PA to 
Chester County, PA

MEEHAN

Branchdale, PA to Mahanoy City, PA to Philadelphia, 
PA to Delaware County, PA to Chester County, PA



Simkiss Arrival in the US

Prkªkí« q~~i ªk^«~| ®~ fkzsk´k ®r^® ~¯ª s{{sqª^|® ^|gk«®~ª«Ï zki 
by Catherine (Reagan) Simkiss, arrived in Philadelphia, PA (from 
England) with her children, Elizabeth and William, on the Ship 
Tonawanda on August 25, 1863.

To the right, you can see captured what is likely the exact moment 
they arrived in America.



Ship
Tonawanda
Manifest for the Ship Tonawanda 
which arrived in Philadelphia, PA 
in August of 1863.



Meehan 
Arrival in 
the US

The very first census record on 
which our immigrant ancestors, 
Edward Meehan and Esther 
(Lynch) Meehan, appeared was in 
Branchdale, PA in 1860.

Based on this record which shows 
that their daughter, Mary, was 
born in Scotland about two years 
earlier, we can assume that the 
Meehan's immigrated around 
1858.



Meehan US Citizenship

This certificate captures the exact moment our immigrant ancestor, 
Edward Meehan (and by default, the rest of his family), became a US 
citizen in 1867.



Non-UK Direct Ancestors

SIMKISS SIDE

HOLLAND Pierre Montfort (6X great -grandfather)

GERMANY Frederick Gaul & Anna Walter (6X great-grandparents)

GERMANY Matthias Bernard (5X great-grandfather)

ITALY Peter Naucett (7X great-grandfather)



Deep 
American 
Roots

Several of our ancestors on the 
Simkiss side were among the 
earliest American settlers and 
were responsible for establishing 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
parts of Connecticut, New York, 
and Pennsylvania.

BORN IN THE USA

James Parker Carryll (1770)

John Hannum (1637)

Ann Naucett (1743)

Alice Michener+ (1781)
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OUR ANCESTORS



John 
Augustine 
Simkiss
GRANDFATHER

(1916-1973)



Mary Therese 
(Carryl)
Simkiss

GRANDMOTHER

(1916-2004)



Michael Francis Meehan

GRANDFATHER

(1927-2013)



Mary Sloan 
(Harrington)
Meehan

GRANDMOTHER

(1928-2003)
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William 
Francis 
Simkiss

GREAT-GRANDFATHER

(1886-1958)
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Genevieve 
Mary 
(McMullen)
Simkiss
GREAT-GRANDMOTHER

(1886-1956)
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Henry
Gratz
Carryl
GREAT-GRANDFATHER

(1884-1962)



Anna Marie 
(McConlogue )
Carryl

GREAT-GRANDMOTHER

(1882-1973)
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James
Henry
Meehan
GREAT-GRANDFATHER

(1893-1964)
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Loretta 
Gertrude
(Donnelly)
Meehan

GREAT-GRANDMOTHER

(1895-1986)



John 
Joseph
Harrington
GREAT-GRANDFATHER

(1894-1973)
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Mary Agnes
(Sloan)
Harrington

GREAT-GRANDMOTHER

(1901-1988)




